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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2014 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Rod Kirkby  (RK) : Cambridge Road Safety Advisory Council 

Jeff Nicholl  (JN) : Earith PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Speedwatch 

Andrew Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

 

 

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Rod Kirkby from Cambridge was welcomed. Apologies had been received from: Owen McLaughlin, Graham 
Bull, Ros Townshend, Ken Attwood and Brian Burpitt. 
 

2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 11th  March 2014 
 
These were approved subject to the addition of apologies for absence from Jean Chandler. 
 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

The consultation about tractors and trailers has concluded and proposals are awaited. 
Our article submitted to the Hunts Post after the last meeting was not published. 
A replacement cheque for £100 for the lost one has been received from Hemingford Grey PC and banked. 
 

4 Correspondence 
 
CCC Safety Planning Day: 



 
An invitation was received from the county council for a representative to attend a joint planning day on road 
safety on May 1st.  CS attended on behalf of the RSC. 
 
Bridge Farm Planning Application: 
 
A planning application for gravel extraction at Bridge Farm Earith has been opposed on behalf of the 
committee 
 

5 Cambridge Road Safety Advisory Group 
 
RK explained that the group had been set up by the Cambridge City Police many years ago. It is not a single 
purpose pressure group.  He then talked a bit about his background as a driving instructor and the causes of 
the high level of accidents suffered by newly qualified male drivers in their first year. 
He explained that one answer would be to introduce a requirement for trainee drivers to give a running 
commentary as they were driving on road conditions, perceived hazards and proposed action where 
necessary.  He made use of this method and found it enabled him to stop the driver when necessary. 
It is already part of the advanced driving test. Cambridge Group will be inviting local driving instructors 
to a session to try to persuade them to adopt it. The St Ives Area Committee would be welcome to invite their 
local instructors as well. 
 
Rod answered questions and was thanked by the chairman before he left the meeting. 
  

 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

 

Meeting 

Comment 

CS explained that the planning application was still not on the agenda of HDC’s Management 

Development Committee.  

AS commented (under reports from members) that he had visited the site one morning and 

found that road crossing by pupils was reasonably well disciplined and parking by parents 

dropping off children seemed to be in the right place. In answer to a question by CS he stated 

that he had not noticed a car outside 1 Knights Way that was too close to High Leys and thus 

causing an obstruction. 

It was felt that there is a need for intelligent traffic lights at the two junctions in Houghton Road 

because there is a problem of impatient drivers “ jumping the lights “ but financial restraints 

probably prevent these being installed. A camera might be possible. 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse.  

There is often a problem with disabled badge holders some of whom think they can park where 

they want. But unless there is a physical obstruction little can be done by the police. 

 

Meeting 

Comment 

No Further developments 



 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 2: Pidley 
 
MN reported that the speedwatch signs and the speed restriction measures have brought about a significant 
improvement. At peak times there were 20 cars per minute passing through the village. He agreed that this 
item can now be removed from the list. 

 
Item 4: B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction 
Envar are now actively managing the hedges here to maintain visibility. 
 

Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
CS suggested that once the development proposals for the Vindis site are available we submit our proposals. 

 
Item 23: Guided Bus Route, North Road 
PS is pursuing this with the town council. 
 

Item 25: Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way 
As per item 6 
 
Item 29: St.Ives cycle paths 
PS is still trying to get some improvements 
 

Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road 
PS reported that the town council are seeking to get the speed limit reduced to 30mph 

 
Item 37: Speeding in Kings Ripton  
Despite being short staffed AS will endeavour to get some action. 
 

8 A14 Consultation 
 
ML and CS had both attended the road show in St Ives. The questionnaire on the proposals was circulated 
with the meeting agenda. 

 
9 Thorndown School Crossing Patrol 
 
PS said it is a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils now have to cross Hill 
Rise. The committee agreed that we would keep it as a watching brief and PS would update us on progress at 
each meeting. 

 
10 Speedwatch Report 
 
The full Speedwatch Report is attached to these minutes as Appendix A. 
 
 

11 Reports from Members 
 
JN, Earith: 
The new flood depth notice is now in use. If flooding is below 100mm drivers may proceed with caution.  
 
EM, Holywell & Needingworth: 
EM reported that the 30mph sign on entry to the village has been moved to a better location. 
 



PS, St. Ives TC:  There is a problem with the St Audrey Lane lights that is caused by speeding traffic making it 
unsafe  to cross until it is clear that the vehicle is going to stop. Sometimes the lights have then changed to 
green.   
 
AB, Hilton: AB reported that the Hilton Against Traffic group (HAT) had been revived. 
 
DM, Speedwatch:  Members were asked to check the proximity of Give Way signs to the width restrictions. 
Some are too close. CS reported that he had used the St Ives Town Meeting to try and get a change of policy 
and had a measure of success. 
 

AS, Cambs Police: AS said there is a problem with “car cruisers” in the St Ives industrial area. The intention is 
to solve this with dispersal orders and/or the use of S59. 
 
JC:  JC expressed the view  that the changes in Green Leys and Paragon Road were a waste of money and 
will do nothing to reduce rat running from the new estate on the former golf course. Several laybys have been 
created, a raised platform constructed and two sets of speed bumps installed. 
 
 

12 AOB 
 

Joint Road Safety Planning Day: 

 
CS gave a report on this event which was organised by  the Cambridgeshire  & Peterborough Road Safety 
Partnership & East of England major trauma network. It was held at MAGPAS HQ Huntingdon on 1st May 
2014. The event was attended by Colin Saunderson as representative of the St Ives & District Road Safety 
Committee and David McCandless Speedwatch co-ordinator. 
 
The intention of the organisers was to draw together representatives of every organisation involved in road 
safety and to cover all aspects. To facilitate discussion attendees were seated around tables and this proved to 
be very useful particularly meeting Rod Kirkby from the Cambridge Road Safety Advisory Council. 
 
The main aim is accident prevention so some areas covered in the day whilst interesting are not particularly 
relevant to our work. Accordingly these notes start with the main highlights with a brief description of the topic 
covered by each speaker thereafter. 
 

The total cost of a fatal road accident is around £1.5m. Obviously this is an average and it covers everything involved 

including a court case if relevant. 

 

24% of  victims ( family of a deceased person) never work again. This must include grandparents close to retirement 

but even so this is an alarming statistic. Victims receive less support than people who suffer a burglary. Fortunately 

for Cambridgeshire there is a charity providing support.   

 

The number of fatalities from road accidents has decreased dramatically in recent years and is now less than two 

thousand per annum. However, this must mean that the number of serious injuries has increased. 

 

I left the meeting encouraged. After a year of rebuffs by all three of the councils relevant to St Ives it was great to find 

so many people actively involved in improving road safety. 

 

The organisers are preparing an action plan and intend to circulate copies of each presentation.  
 
Speakers:- 
 
Richard Dykes and James Thorne represented Cambridgeshires Fire & Rescue Service and Police. 
Their presentation was entitled On the Scene and covered dealing with major accidents and training for them. 
They quoted the £1.5m cost referred to above. The source is the DfT. 



 
Dr Rod Mackenzie is the director of the East of England Major Trauma Network at Addenbrookes. 
His talk was entitled The Haddon Index: A systematic approach to injury prevention and how we can use it.  I 
am awaiting a copy of his presentation so that I can explain it properly. 
 
Dr Jo Barnes of the Transport Safety Research Centre at Loughborough University spoke about the centre’s 
work. A lot has been done on vehicle design but also aspects of road layout and maintenance. Interestingly 
this included heights of hedges at junctions and the causes of driver distraction. There is a lot of information on 
their website. 
 
Dan Campsall of Road Safety Analysis talk was entitled Getting The Message Across. 
His organisation is fairly new and their website gives details of what they offer some of which is free to 
organisations involved with road safety. They have drawn together a number of statistical sources 
to aid planning and improve road safety.   
 
The speaker from the Road Victims Trust was Steve Ottaway . They provide counselling for those left behind 
after a road accident fatality in the counties of Beds, Herts and Cambs. This is or has been a very neglected 
area. They also provide help with such things as court cases.  The police will normally advise victims of the 
existence of the trust. We were advised that the best thing to say to a victim is to offer condolence and, if 
appropriate, offer help. Anything else could well not be helpful. 
   
Andy Barringer of the Safer Peterborough Team gave a talk on on the perpetrators perspective.  Andy used to 
be a prison officer and gave the attitudes of two prisoners. 
 
One was young and had caused the death of an 18yr old whilst going to work after a night out. On site he was 
over the limit but not so at the police station. He was imprisoned and was devastated and ashamed. The other 
was a habitual criminal and had no conscience.  
 
 

 

13 Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 

 
Tuesday July  8th  
Tuesday September 9th 

Tuesday November  11th  
 

 

 

 



Appendix A - Speedwatch Report for RSC Meeting on 13 May 14 

Stats 2014 – YTOD to 30 April 14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fixed ‘Speedwatch’ Sign Towns/Parishes/Villages:  All Speedwatch-active towns/parishes/villages in the Sector – 

with the exception of Hilton, Fenstanton, Upwood and Earith (3/8ths partial coverage) are now fully covered 

allowing us to operate at their hotspots without the need for heavy pavement-blocking mobile signs that drivers 

have admitted looking out for in the past before they slowed down. 
 

St Ives Town’s Support for Speedwatch.  Another attempt will be made in June (after a new mayor is elected and 

maybe different thinking is in place) to see if for a 4
th

 time of asking the Town Council will agree to support 

Speedwatch.  Any help in lobbying/educating Cllrs welcome. 
 

Kerbside Police Support.  We planned 3 but had one in March and planned 2 and had none in April even though 

we tried hard to get the weather and our availabilities to coincide.  Next one – the only one possible in May 

because of sparse Policed resources - is 29 May in Oldhurst with PS Andy Street whose constables have been in 

short supply.  I am in talks with the Specials commander and am hoping some of them will eventually volunteer 

to come out with us.  Nevertheless, PS Andy Sreet is kept busy with our hand-delivered letters – an effort we all 

greatly appreciate and more so when he finds time to provide some feedback from them.  So far, apart from one 

lady, all speeders visited have apologised. 

 



 

Section 59 Action.  The primary disatisfaction expressed by the Community about Speedwatch and the Police is 

that the really bad speeders are getting away with it time and again with no stats from anywhere to prove that 

they don’t.  So, with Speedwatch being absolutely advisory and the Constabulary not having enough 

enforcement resources it’s once again up to someone to find a way of dealing with these maniacs and criminals 

who OCCASIONALLY alarm, distress and threaten the safety of our communities with apparent impunity.  I tried 

this S59 approach with Speedwatch providing witness statements for the Police once before about a  year ago 

when the Section 59 ‘Vehicle ASBO’ was strengthened but at that time it was interpreted that the ‘incident’ 

needed to have been witnessed by a Police Officer.   The interpretation now is that the Section 59 has to be 

SERVED by a Police Officer in uniform who has genuine belief that a recurrence of careless or anti-social driving 

has taken place with sufficient proof – through witness statements, video or photos - of an offense that could be 

prosecuted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On that understanding I, as a private citizen,  have personally made another of my many judgement calls for the good 

of the community and brought a complaint of careless driving against a driver, who was caught by Speedwatch at 62 

MPH in Houghton Rd, St Ives (at Oak Tree Close) in Aug 13 – when we operated in St Ives - and who 3 of us again 

witnessed accelerating fiercely in a careless and reckless manner (no regard for the parked car or family around it at 

the side of the road) – and recorded with Bushnell radar gun - at 62 MPH in Ramsey St Mary’s on 3 May  in the 

opposite direction to that being monitored by the Radarlux head.  I gave up another 3 hrs of my time (as the other 2 

were prepared to do) making a statement to Insp Andy Bartlett at Hampton Police Stn on 8 May and a Notice of 

Intended Prosecution (NIP) was then served on the driver.  In order for this process of education – albeit now with a 

bigger stick - to be incremental, I have asked the Police not to prosecute on this occasions but instead to use their 

powers under S59.  The young driver lives in Warboys and drives a yellow Seat Ibiza with a loud exhaust.  Will keep 

you informed, though I should stress that whilst we witnessed the incident during a Speedwatch session, the S59 

action is a private decision and is not an extension of nor a substitute for standard Speedwatch practice and process 

though we will not hesitate to use this instrument in future for extreme cases and some of us will be prepared to take 

it to Criminal Courts if that’s what it takes.  So finally the Community has a Sword of Damocles and a means with an 

end within its grasp .. we hope.  Watch this space. 

<<SECTION 59 

In England and Wales, a constable in uniform who has reasonable grounds for believing that a motor 

vehicle is being used (or has on a previous occasion – (that’s us) –has  been used) in a way which (Police 

Reform Act 2002, s.59)– 

 (a) contravenes ss.3 or 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (careless and inconsiderate driving, and 

prohibition of off-road driving); and 

 (b) is causing or is likely to cause alarm, distress, or annoyance to members of the public ( This 

would seem to fit)   

 has the power to order the driver to stop driving, to seize and remove the vehicle (and enter premises, but 

not a dwelling house, in order to do so) and to use reasonable force to do so. Before seizing a vehicle he 

must, if practical, give a warning that he will seize it if the use is continued or repeated (unless a warning 

has already been given in the previous 12 months). 

 Failure to stop driving when ordered to do so is an offence (s.59(6)). 

 After a vehicle has been seized, the person who is, or appears to be the owner, must be given a notice 

stating where the vehicle was seized, where it is now being kept, and requiring him to claim it within 7 

working days, after which it may be disposed of. The notice must also set out the charges payable by the 

owner to reclaim the vehicle. No charges are payable if at the time it was seized the vehicle was being used 

without the owner’s knowledge or consent and he could not reasonably have prevented its use. The charge 

is £150, plus £20 per day, with larger charges for larger vehicles or for vehicles which are not upright or 

are off the road (Police (Retention and Disposal of Motor Vehicles) Regulations 2002).   >> 


